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Issy-les-Moulineaux, le 17th, June 2021 

 

WORLD DESERTIFICATION AND DROUGHT DAY 

 
INFO-SÉCHERESSE.FR UNVEILS NEW FUNCTIONS AND ADDS A FORECASTING SYSTEM TO HELP 

LOCAL AUTHORITIES, ECONOMIC PLAYERS AND THE GENERAL PUBLIC BETTER ANTICIPATE THE 

RISKS OF DROUGHT 

▪ The rainfall, hydrological and hydrogeological data analysed continuously by info- secheresse.fr 
already point to a summer of high tension on the drought front. 

▪ Against this backdrop, Saur, via its subsidiary imaGeau, is unveiling new features for the 
application (display by natural perimeter, 40% more monitoring points). 

▪ In particular, the platform has been enhanced with a drought forecasting function - powered by AI 
- to help all stakeholders manage this risk more effectively. 

  
Info-sécheresse: a concrete expression of Saur's commitment to the responsible use of data 

Faced with the risks of recurring drought and water stress, in 2020 Saur, via its subsidiary imaGeau, launched 

info-secheresse.fr, a free digital platform providing free access to qualified and spatialised drought data 

for the French départements. 

It brings together and continuously interprets, on a single site, all the public data from three key disciplines 

in the analysis of drought phenomena: meteorology, hydrology and hydrogeology. This initiative, with its 

unique method, makes the most of all these public data bases to find out in real time how water resources 

are evolving. 

This is the first system in France to highlight the worsening drought situation in the country. 

 

According to Patrick Blethon, Chairman of Saur: "The data we are collecting confirms that drought 

episodes will continue to increase in frequency over the coming years. To help us better anticipate and 

manage this risk, we are making new technical and digital resources available to everyone on the Info-

sécheresse.fr platform. This initiative demonstrates our commitment to protecting water".

https://twitter.com/GroupeSaur
https://www.linkedin.com/company/saur
http://saur.com/


PRESS RELEASE 

◗Saur 
Headquarters: 11, chemin de Bretagne - 92130 Issy-les-Moulineaux - www.saur.com 
Saur - SAS au capital de 101 529 000 € - 339 379 984 R.C.S. Nanterre - TVA intracommunautaire : FR 28 339 379 984 Suivez-nous sur les réseaux sociaux 

 

 

 
 
An enhanced system in 2021 to meet the needs of players on the ground 

 
As of today, the site offers new functionalities: 
 

- New drought indicators to take account of the impact of heat waves on water resources; 

- A wider monitoring perimeter: 4,000 additional monitoring points, particularly small watercourses, 
bringing the number of points monitored to over 10,000; 

- A clearer display of the drought phenomenon. In addition to a representation by administrative 
entity (departments), the platform offers a more coherent reading of the drought by natural 
perimeter: catchment areas and water tables. 

 
For the first time in France, interactive drought risk maps for surface water tables are being made available 

on a daily basis. 

 
These maps delineate the 408 water tables vulnerable to drought and define their state of hydric stress: 

 

 
Monitoring the 408 surface water tables affected by the drought on info-secheresse.fr
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A predictive offering for professionals and local authorities 

 

The big news for the service this year is also the launch of a predictive function, aimed at professionals, on a 

subscription basis. 

 

Thanks to Artificial Intelligence and Machine Learning algorithms, this new feature can provide forecasts 

for: 

- Water table levels, 

- River flow, 

- Meteorology. 

 
For each forecast horizon, confidence indices and statistical metrics are communicated to users to enable 

them to understand the evolution of the drought risk several weeks in advance. 

 

 
Drought risk forecast for groundwater in the Manche department as at 3 July 2021 

 
About info-sécheresse.fr: In a spirit of public service, and in order to help those involved in the water sector to make rapid decisions regarding the 

evolution of water resources, the site offers free access to qualified drought data, updated daily. Info- secheresse.fr makes use of more than 100 million 

government open data records relating to rainfall, groundwater levels and river flow, to characterise and anticipate the risk of drought in France.
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About Saur: an exclusive player in water and its essential services, Saur works to protect the environment at the heart of the territories it serves. The 

Saur group has always acted to offer the same quality of service to both small towns and large cities, guided by its mission: to defend water. 

Internationally, Saur is present in Cyprus, Colombia, Scotland, Spain, Italy, the Netherlands, Poland and Portugal. Key figures for 2020: €1.5 billion in 

net sales, 9,200 local authorities under contract, 12,000 employees and 15 million people served worldwide. 

About imaGeau: imaGeau is a start-up specialising in water resources. Its aim is to use environmental expertise and digital technology to preserve 

water resources and operating assets. ImaGeau has been a subsidiary of Saur since 2017 and is developing its business both in France and abroad. 

 

Press contact: 
Saur – Nezha Korti – 07 64 43 02 21 – nezha.korti@saur.com 
Havas – Sophie Louvancour – 06 40 84 27 21 – saur-rp@havas.com 
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