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Issy-les-Moulineaux, December 3, 2020, 

SAUR GROUP WINS A KEY CONTRACT IN SAUDI ARABIA, CONFIRMING ITS STATUS 
AS GLOBAL LEADER IN THE FRENCH WATER INDUSTRY EXPERTISE 

• Saudi Arabia’s first water infrastructure privatization contract has been awarded to a consortium
led by the Saur Group

• It covers the North West region of the country, which includes the cities of Medina and Tabuk
• All the world’s market leaders competed head-to-head for a share in the most ambitious water

infrastructure privatization program in the world today
• This 7-year contract is a key success for Saur, because it has the potential to lead on to a 25-year

service concession contract
• It further strengthens the international ambitions of Saur, particularly in the Middle East, and its

technological leadership as a defender of water in all its operating countries and regions

Riyadh, December 3, 2020 - A consortium of companies led by the Saur Group has been awarded the first 
contract of the water infrastructure privatization program launched by Saudi Arabia; the largest program of 
its kind in the world today. The consortium of Saur Group, Miahona (Saudi Arabia) and Manila Water Company 
(Philippines) has been awarded the 7-year management contract for the North West Cluster, which includes 
the cities of Medina and Tabuk, and has the potential to lead on to a 25-year service concession contract.  

The contract was signed in Riyadh at a ceremony attended by His Excellency Abdulrahman Abdulmohsen A. 
AlFadley, Minister for the Environment, Water and Agriculture of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, Ludovic Pouille, 
the French Ambassador to Saudi Arabia, and Emmanuel Vivant, Senior Executive Vice-President International, 
Saur Group. 

This is the first contract to be awarded by the National Water Company (NWC), the government agency 
responsible for this flagship program, and part of the Saudi Arabian Environment, Water and Agriculture 
Ministry. It forms an integral part of the Vision 2030 program to modernize the country's infrastructure and 
open its economy to foreign investors. 

This ambitious contract, the initial purpose of which is to prepare the ground for a future service concession 
contract, will involve 80 managers and water management experts in providing leadership for 500 National 
Water Company employees and 4,500 subcontractors. The infrastructure covered by the contract includes 
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15,000 km of water pipeline networks, 50 drinking water production plants, 10 wastewater treatment plants 
and 622 boreholes.  

The contract covers the provision of an essential service to 3.5 million people living in an area of 280,000 km2 
(approximately the size of Italy), which includes the holy sites of Medina and the UNESCO World Heritage Site 
of AlUla, around which the major NEOM and Red Sea projects are also in the process of development.  

In the contract bidding process, the Saur-led consortium found itself competing head-to-head with 6 other 
consortia that included all the world’s leading water companies. The award of this contract highlights the 
technological leadership of Saur as a pure water player, and confirms its status as the global leader in French 
water industry expertise. 

This success also progresses Saur's international ambitions, particularly in the Middle East. International 
business growth is one the 4 cornerstones of the Saur Group strategic roadmap. The signature of this NWC 
contract also evidences the Group's ability to achieve its 2024 revenue target of €2 billion, 50% of it generated 
outside France. 

Patrick Blethon, Executive Chairman of the Saur Group: “The award of this contract is a recognition of our 
unique expertise and the relevance of our strategic roadmap: the fact that we are expanding our business 
internationally is thanks to our portfolio of hi-tech solutions, our expertise in supporting local communities, 
and our unwavering commitment to the defense of water in supporting the ecological transition, even in 
regions where the resource is at its scarcest.  

 
About Saur: As a longstanding water services leader, SAUR serves local authorities and industrial companies 
in the successful implementation of development projects in water supply and treatment, environmental 
services (engineering, infrastructure services). SAUR worldwide presence:  Saudi Arabia, Cyprus, Colombia, 
Scotland, Spain, Italia, Netherlands, Poland. 2019 key figures: EUR 1.5 billion Group net revenue, 7,000 local 
authorities contracted, 10,000 employees and 12.5 million consumers in France and worldwide. 

 

Press contacts:  

Havas – Sophie Louvancour – +33 (0)6 40 84 27 21 – saur-rp@havas.com 

Saur – Nezha Korti – +33 (0)7 64 43 02 21 – nezha.korti@saur.com  

 

http://saur.com/
https://twitter.com/GroupeSaur
https://www.linkedin.com/company/saur
mailto:saur-rp@havas.com

